LECTURE 


OF: “MORMON. 


AUTHENTICITY & SCRIPTURAL CHARACTER 


; ; 
iid 
BOOK. 
i 4 gf 4 
M 


bes 
bortes Ab 


j 


4 «* 
4 a 


FEBRUARY 
NG, PEBROAR 


vi | 


ADAMS, 


MINISTER, OF THE GOSPEL 


BOSTON: 
PRINT ED BY J. wo, 4 WASRINGTON STREET. 


AND 


DELIVERED AT THE rows MASS 
»QN LY AY EVE 


ES 


sy it 


‘ 
J 
i 
; 
1 
if 
| | 
‘4 
| 
| 
| 
a 
% 
\ 


- Tue following Lecture was delivered by particular | 
request to crowded audiences, in the Town Hall of 
Yharlestown, on Sunday Evening, Febtuary 4th, and on 
Wednesday Evening, February 7th. 

The reporter submits his sketches-to the public, be- 
cauge the subject is important, and may lead to investi- 
gation that will drive prejudice from the minds of bree 
sincere inquirers after truth. 

It has been generally supposed that the Latter Day 
Saints, commonly ealled Mormons, hold the Mormon 
Bible—as it is falsely called—as their only rule of faith and 
practice, disregarding the Scriptures of Freth, contained 
in the Old and New Testaments. 7 

This error’ has prevailed because the people will not 
listen to the truth, Slanderous tongues and lying ‘lips 
_ have been busy against the book. But it stands im- 

moveably fixed on the Rock of Ages, and the gates of 
hell, and opposition of the sectarian world cannot prevail 
against it. If the doctrine is of men, it will come to 
nought, but if God is its author, i it maet prevail, 

C. P. 
Boston, February, 1844. 
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LECTURE. 


By particular desire 1 propose to call the attention of 
my hearers, this evening to the consideration of the claims 
of the Book of Mormon as a book of revelation, and to 
prove from the Scripture ot Truth that it is spoken of by 
the Holy prophets ; that its appearance is in perfect ac- 
cordance with prophecy ; that all the circumstances of 
times and places, the character of the book, the condition 
of the world, and every circumstance spoken of in refer- 
ence to it, are in perfect harmony With the declarations 
of Holy Writ. A book was promised, and a book must 
come forth or the scriptures fail, 
_ Some people accuse the Church of Latter Day Saints. 
with holding and believing in another Bible, and of deny- 
- ing the truths of God as contained in the Books of the 

Old and New Testament. This is a base and unqualified 
slander. We hold no other Bible, we believe in no other. 
And we believe that every word in the Bible must needs 
come to pass, for it is the word of the living God. And 
further, we believe that the inspired men who wrote those 

ages, meant truly and literally what they said, We 
believe that God would not direct his prophets and apos- 
tles to write one thing when he meant another ; to hide 
in mysticism and Uncertainty the word of life, and then 
punish erring man for not believing in what was shrouded 
in darkness to their mind, ‘All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
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prool, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.”” 
As such we receive it | Ed: 
_ The reeords of the Holy Scriptures then is our Bible ; 
but we believe that ine book promised in Isaiah has beei 
given to men, and it isindeed a wonder, for in relation to | 
it thewisdom of. the wise Meh hath pérished, and the 
understanding of the prudent hath been hid. 
My Text will be ‘found in the XXVIII Chapter of 
- Isaiah, 21st and 22d verse. | 
_ 24. For the Lord shall rise np as in Mount Perazim, heshall he wroth = 
| as in the valley of Gibeon, that he _ do his work, his strange work; 
and bring te pass his act, Ins strange ac 9g) 
. 22. Now-therefore be ye not mockers, lest your hand he wade strong, 
for | have heard from the Lord God of hosts a consumption, even deter- 
mined upon the wholeearth, 
The Prophet Isaiah is generally denominated the evan- 
. You aré aware, my friends, that the words which F 
have chosen for the foundation of my remarks this even- 
ing, have been applied to the establishment of the ‘Gospe? 
covenant im the days of our Saviour, But F shall take’ the 
_ position, that this marvellous work, and a wonder here 
- spoken of, alludes to anevent that will take’ place ages 
after the establishment of the. Gospel by Christ and his 
apostles, and even after the Gospel has passed away, or to 
speak more properly, after the Church has. been’ disorga~ 
nized and divided into sects, names and parties, and driv- 
en into the wilderness. 
I will now call your attention tothe 9th chapter and 6tlr 
verse of the prophecy of Isaiah. _ debe 4 
6.‘ “ For unto usa child is born, a son is given, and he shall be cal- 
; Here -you see is a plain prophecy of. the Son- 
ship of Christ; and also ‘his character as a Wondertu 
Counsellor to give laws or doctrines to govern his Church. 
By a close examination of thi+ Prophet, from the eighth 
to the end of the (wenty third chapter, it will Le seen that 
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he has fully testified of ail the circumstances that charac- 
terized the setting up of Christ’s Church and Kingdom in 
the days of his incarnation, even his .being bruised for our 
infirmities, numbered with the trangressors, and the seal- 
ing up of the law-or.testimony ambng his disciples... And 
now Jet me ask,my respected. congregation it the work 
spoken of -here is not the everlasting or gospel covenant? 
Surely! you wilhanswer yes! - 
I will now proceed to show that this eqvenant.. was ten: 
be broken. 
turning your attention: tothe 24th chapter of this 
same, prophecy, yow will see that after allithe great events 
just spoken of;-\‘darkuess was to cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the poople’ s minds,” and it was to be as with. 
the people, so’ with the. priest, as with the servant,. so’ 
with his master, as with the maid so with her mistress, &c,’ | 
The -earth also. is to be defiled under the. inhabitants 
thereof, ‘‘ because-they have transgressed the Jaws, chan- 
_ ged the ordimance, aad broken the everlasling covenant,” 
Here it-is plainly manifest that the while wrapt. | 
in the visions of the Almighty'saw that Priests and peo-_. 
ple, masters and servants, al alike should go astray. And, 
some preaching] ope thing | ‘and. some another, they. 
should deny the principle of revelation, transgress the ho~ 
ly laws of the gospel, change the ordinances or laws. of | 
adoption into the kingdom of God, and break lhe everlast- | 
‘ing or gospel covenant. And we see by: turning ou at- 
tention to the history of the church'that it tells a fearful — 
_ story on.this subject. . The whole sectarian world has 
been built upon the ruins, divisions and sub-divisions of 
the church of Ged. Its beauty and glory has departed, 
and instead of the prineiple of unity that gave it power 
_ and grace, it is like a hydra-headed monster, in 
~ its train desolation and death. 
Haviag thus briefly alluded-to the e@oncern- 
ing the establishmeni-of the gospel, and all.the circum- 
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stances attendcd before the fall away or departure from the 
same. I come to the 28th chapter, in which are found 
the words of our text, wherein God declares that he will 
arise and do a work, a strange work, and bring to pass an 
act, a strange act. It must be our business now to in- 
quire whether this act, this strange act, has any connec- 
tion with the bringing forth of a k, and we those 
that erred by spirit, to come to understanding, they 
murmured to léarned doctrine. ; 
‘I beg the close attention of my hearers while I 
_ draw from the scriptures, proof of the prophetic character 
of the Bouk of Mormon ; show to them by the inspired 
pages that this is the book which God had promised, and 
that in its production and reception by the people, the 
Word has been fulfilled as it is written, God, thereby do- 
ing his-work, his strange work, and bringing to pass his 
act, his strange act. 
cannot better introduce the argument, than to repeat a 
- conversation with an intimate friend of the Methodist or- 
der, shortly afler my conversion to the principles of 
truth. When he heard that I had turned Mormon, he 
wrote me an affectionate letter urging me to renounce my 
‘error, and again embrace Methodism, I replied to him 
that I had renounced error in withdrawing from the con- 
nexion ; tnat the scriptures had been opened unto me, and 
that I saw my way by the light of inspiration and revela- 
tion too clearly, to doubt for a moment with regard to the © 
a course [ had taken. I also proposed to meet-him privately, 
. < and, the Bible being tne rule of evidence, to examine care- 
fully, and candidly, who was in ths right, and who in the . 
_ wrong. He assented to this proposition, and we met. I 
unfold’d the principles, as believed iu by the Latter Day 
Saints, and he gave assent to most of them as being . 
scriptural. He could not not however believe .in the 
gifts and graces belonging to the Church, and thought we 


_ were blasphemous for believing, notwithstanding I pointed 
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out to him, and he knew, that Christ had promised them.— | 
There was nothing unscriptural in the words, for they 
were found in the Bible ; but all these things were “* done 
away.’ Now I read in the Bible that ‘‘signs shall follow 
the believers ; that they shall speak with new tongues : 
lay hands on the sick and they shall recover, &c. That 
there shall be prophets, &c. And I also read that Heaven 
and Ea.th shall pass away, but not one jot or tittle of my 


shall fail.”” 


But said my friend, you do not believe in that ridicu- 
ulous humbug, the Mormon Bible! In the Book of Mor- 
mon I most assuredly believe, returned I, and I believe 
it, because I believe your scriptures; and they promise 
that just such a book shall come foith ; What! replied he 
the Bible promise another book? | dont believe a word of 
it; I never read anything of;the kind, and my friend was 
quite shocked at my assertion, thinking I was given over . 
to hardness of heartand blindness of mind, only for be- 
lieying what the Bible declared Very likely yon never 
‘heard a word, returned [ but if you open your Bible 
_ with me | will try to enlighten your understanding. 

- Lopened to the 29th chapter of Isaiah, commencing at’ 
the Ist verse. But before we commenced the examination, 
my f.iend said, you can, perhaps, prove Something by tak- 
ing isolated passages. Ah! replied I, that is the cause ef 
this ungodly generation, and the reason why we see so 
much spiitual wickedness in high places, the Church of 
God broken and scattered, and true worshippers going 
about mourning, because they can find no place of rest. 
I do not wonder at the ie atmy of sectarians which 
have grown up on this false system of wresting the words — 
of lite from their trve meaning. | 
* The word is plain, and stands in beauty and simplicity 
and order ; so plain that he who runs may read and un- 
derstand. It stands by the law of God, and will forever 
stand until the whule woftd acknowledge ‘‘One Lord, One 
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Faith, Onc. Baptism.” Why | on the plan of taking a 
line here, a verse there, and a quotation from the other’ 
placa.1 can prove. any and every thing. that was cver. 
thought of. But this is not the way. ‘‘ Search the Scrip- 
tures“for therein ye think ye have eternal life, and they are , 
they which testify of me.” But [, shail call your. attea-. 
tion,to a whole chapter, and consolidated 
testimony... Read the firstand 2d.verses. 
1. **Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the City where David \dwelt! add ye year 
to year; Jet them kill sacrifices’’ 
‘Now you agree that this City wliere David dwelt was » 


Jerusalem ? Yes! but what has that to do withthe argu- 


ment? Let me read on for thé present. I want you and 


to agree upon a rule of interpretation. 
. Vet 1 wilf distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sor- 
row : and it unto meas Ariel,’” &c. to the 7th verse, 
My friend here-ascribed all ethis: to ‘the destruction of 
. Jerusalem ; the praphecy was plain, and’ the interpretay 
tion sure. Butel. then called his-attention to the Tth 
7...“* And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, 
even all that fight agains! her, and her manition, and: that. distress her, 
shall be as the Dre Am or a Nigut Vision.” 
What! asadream? Yes, your Bible says so, .and ‘fur- 
Ss. “It shall even be as whena hungry-man dreameth, and, behold, 
he eat@th; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty 
man dreameth, and bebuld he drinketh, but he awaketh, and behold he 
is faint, an@ his soul hath no eppetite: so. shall the multitade of all the | 
natiuns be, that fight against Zion.’’ 
‘Here you see that these Gentile Nations and Churches 
among whom the Jews had been led captive, were to ber 
come as the Dream of aN ight. sion, supposing , they 
were in possession of something, and yet when they came 
to their “ sober second thoughts,” found their religion was 
but a dream, and as they deny the principle of Revelation, 
one man’s dream is just as good as another’s, for without 
_ Reyelation it is impossible to kngw God. But further, 
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{1th v. “ And the vision of all is become write you tHe WoRDs 
THAT 18 LEARNED, SAYING, READ TH18,I1 PRAY THEE; AND 
HE sAITH; 1 CANNOT} FOR IT 18 
What! said my friend, a sealed book ?. I never read 
that before. Very likely you never did, or if you did; 
assed it over as among the things that are ‘“dome away.” — 
ut I will show and‘convince. you that: the>book*is not 
only referred to‘here, but in numerous passages ofthe 
other prophets.’ Here is the wonder, and jn'perfeet agree 


ment with prophecy, men diddeliver the wordsof:the Book 


of Mormon to one that is learned; inthe city of NewYork, 
and after carefulinvestigation, he declared that he could hot 
read it, but said the characters bore a resembiance'to the 
ancient Egyptian and Hebrew languages, . After asking 
where this writing was obtained, and receiving: answer 
that an ‘angel ‘of the’ Lord had delivered it upto men, 
this learned man destroyed the manuscript by burning it, 
But the wisdom of the wise was foolishness, for the 
Book had had’been presemred. | 


| 
$th y,. Stay yourselyés and wonder ; cry.ye out,and cry; they 
are but not with wine; they stagger, but_not with strong 
» Who.are they thatstagger and are drunken? It is not 
a stretch of the imagination, but asolemn and serious — 
truth to say that those who have changed the ordinance, 
and broken the everlasting covenant, are here alluded to, 
The sectarians of the day who make long prayers, sit in — 
high places, and ‘who love the traditions of men better | 
. than the word of God. Again, 
_ 10. ** For the Lord hath poured out upoa you the spirit of deep sleep, 
and hath closed your eyes;, the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath 
A deep sleep has come upon this generation. ‘Prophets 
they deny, and the seers and rulers'are covered with datk- | 
ness. yet they teach the people a way, which they sayots 
io Heaven, but tike the “* blind leading the’ blind, both 
all into the ditch.’ | 


12th v. ‘*‘ AND THE BOOK I8 DELIVERED TO HIM THAT I8 NOT 

‘LEARNED, SAYING, Reap TH1s, [ PRAY THEE : AND HE SAITH 
. 1AM NOT LEARNED.’’ 

_ Why was the book delivered to the man who declared I 
am-not learned ? Because in all of God’s arrangements 
with his people he has invariably chosen the weak things 
of this world, yea, even the foolish things that are nought, 
to confound the wise, that no flesh should glory in his 
prssence. 

It was a great violation of all received notions, of pro- 
priety, that Joseph Smith. the ignorant, unlearned 
outh, should pretend to translate these pages and pre- 

sent them before the world as the revealed word of God.. 

‘We now come.to the 13th verse, where we have the 
reason fully explained why our heavenly father chose the 
weak .and unlearned to do this great and mighty work, 

13 ‘*Wherefure the Lord ‘said, forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and withtheir lips, do honor me but have removed 
hearts, Gor me, and their fedr teward, is tauglit by the prec- 

of men.’’ - 

Here let us pause! Friends and Brethren, could the | 
prophet, if he had lived in our day, have given a better 
description of the religious world of the nineteenth cen 

_ tury? I answer no! for they draw near to God with their 
mouths, make long prayers, honor him with their lips, but 
have no heart ta: the matter, and as to precepts of men, 

our world is full of them. We have commentary on com- 
mentary, creed on creed, and our world is flooded with 
the opinions of men, instead of the knowledge of God. 

_ We now come to the 14th verse, where the prophet of 

God, in a most solemn manner announces the fact that the 

Almighty will arise and do his strange work, and bring to 

21.88 his strange act. 

| _ is in the following impressive and soul-stirring lan- 

| | gua 


| - Wherefore _will proceed to do a marvellous work, among this people, 
even a marvellous work and a wondeyy for the wisdom of their wise | 
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mun shal understanding of their prudent men shall be 
Here we see plainly that this strange work was to ever- 
throw the wisdom of the wise. But will they give up — 
their learning without a struggle ?’ No! Turn your at- — 
tention for a moment to the days when our Saviour called 
and sent forth unlearned fishermen and tax-gatherers to 
revolutionize the world, and you will see how learnad 
riests raged : they were the worst opposere the 
Een fe es had, and it is Heaven's truth when I say that our 
most ‘bitter persecutors are the priests of the present age. 
If you will pay close attention to the rest of this 29th 
chapter, alte see this Book was to be unsealed and 
rea ahd the poor among men were to rejoice in the 
holy ee of Israel. ‘‘ The land of Lebanon, or Palestine, 
was to be turned into a fruitful field,” * the house of Ja- 
cob-no longer to wax pale.” When this great work of 
bringing ne and unsealing this Book was accomplished, 
ou will see by the last verse of ’ this chapter, in the fol- 
wing beautiful language, that:— | 


“They alse that erred in spirit were to come to understanding, det. 


hed be a good Book, ‘if it brings about 
such a great and y work, . 
As Ihave proved that if the Bible is true a book isto 
come forth, and that if this event is to take place when Is- - 
real begins to rejoice, I want to show ‘the history of that 
people are mentioned in it. God would never Sad arecord 
unless for sgme good, wise, and grave purpose; unless 
he had some grand and imporant object in view, Y 
history, then, are we to expect: in the sealed book. that we 
have seen has been promised. . Let me direct your partic- 
ular attention to the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, begining at 


| the 16th verse. 
The word of the.Lord came saying.” 
one stic write 


unto me, 


*€16,. Moreover, thea son of man, 
it, Gand the of fore 
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dnother stich, and write uponit: For Jostph, the stick of Ephraim, 


and for all the house of Israel, his criae dae 
‘#77.’ And join them ‘one to’ another one stick ; and they shal] be- 


one in thy hand.” 
18. , And wheh the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, say- 


ing, Wilt thou nut show us what thou meanest by these ? 
19. unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord od ; I will take 


the stick of Joseph which is in the hands ‘of’ Ephraim, ‘atid the ‘tribes of 
Israel, ‘his ‘fellows, ‘and will’ put them with hias, even with the stickof «4 


Jvdah, iand make them one atick, and they shall be gne in my hand.” 
The sticks here spoken of every, man. of intelligence 
that j is acquainted with the history. of the past, es ecially 
the history of the Jews, will, readily it'tha the fig- 
are of the sticks, a. record'and a book is ‘identical and the 
same thing. Some ignorant, persons, foolishly suppose 
that, a hook is oply, something, that ‘is printed. under- 
stand that amything that ‘possesses)in itself, or has charac- 
ters engraved upon it that will impart.understanding to 
the.mind to be a book. a stone, aboard, or, even, the 
doors of Hell, if, they. havesaay when. presented to my 
vision, if they have writing apon them I. wall consider ag 
a Look respect them accordingly. Do we .not speak 
of the great book of nature with admiration and gratitude,? 
Phe whole economy Of nature is vocal with the praises of 
their birth, and proclaim in characters : p 
hand that mate us'is Divine.” | 
‘Put even to the present day, in the 
it is the custom to unréll the law’from sticks, as itis read 
from'time to'time in their congregations. In interpreting 
prophetic language, we aré to regard the, modes of expres- 
sion in common ‘use at the time ther ‘prophecy was given; 
and interpret it according to the manner’ ia. -which.lan- 
was used inthe day andvage when the 


In the Scripture just quoted, the prophet t.be-cominanded 
to take oné stick and trie it for Judah. This stick is the 
of God’s dealings ‘with, him’ and his gerieration. 

e was then commande to tae a another stick, and write 
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3 
upon it for Joseph; this was to be a record of God’s deal- 
. ings with Joseph and his generation. The people were 
curious with regard to this prophecy. They wanted an 
interpretation, and so do the people of this generation 
need light upon the subject. ° Have we ever had’ a record | 
of Joseph? No! Then the request which the people made 
to Ezekiel, is as pertinent now as it was when they made 
it. Andin answer to the question, What meanest thou by 
these? God commanded him, “ Say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord God, &c,”’ as quoted in the 19th verse, Let me 
ask here where have the children of Joseph been? Can 
you find any trace of them in the tesinede of the Jews, - 
_or in any history. Have they wandered? © There is an 
amount of testimony on this point drawn from the’ Sacred | 
. Writings that is convincing and powerful; that will reach 

even to heaven, and no candid man who admits the truth 
_of the Bible, will have the hardihood to conttadict it, for 
in doing so, he’will impeachthe veracity of God Almighty. 
| Where has'the House of Joseph been? In elucidation of 
- this question, it will be necessary, first, to refer you'to 
the blessing pronounéed’ by Jacob, upon Joseph and his 
seed. By turning your attention to the 48th chapter of 
Genesis, you will there see that after, informing his son’ 
Josep that God Almighty had appeared unto him and 
Twill thee beautiful, and m theey and wilt 
make ef the a multitude of people, and give this land to thy seed for aa. 
twagons Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born 
i mune and; th Ww 
«We read on. further, in the same chapter, that Israel 
belield Joseph’s sons, and said, ‘‘ Who are.these?”’ and 
. Joseph replied, ‘‘ They are my sons, whom God hath give 
én mé in plage.” And he said, Bring them, I’pray 
9 | 
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thee, unto me, and I will bless them. + In the next verse, 
we are told that his eyes.were dim with age, so' that he 
could not see, and Joseph’s sons were brought near to 
him, and he embraced them. Further on.in the same 


chapter, we are told, 13th verse, 


13. ‘And Joseph took them both, my GH in his right hand, to- 
wards Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand towards Israel’s 


right hand, and breught them near unto him,”’ 
14, ** And Israel stretched out his right-hand and laid it upon Eph- 
‘raim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh’s 


head, guiding his hands wittingly, for Manasseh was the first-born.”” 
Before proceeding further, it. may be well to inquire by — 
what authority Jacob blessed. If he had not authority. 
from on high, and if the blessing which God sware to 
Abraham and to Isaac, .was not also imparted to him, it 
was nothing more or Jess than a solemn. mockery, It-is 
an eternal principle that when God has imparted power 
- and authority, it must,stand, and Jacob held the Melchesi- 
dec priesthood, even as it. was imparted te Jacob, from 
{saac, who received it from. Abraham, and Abraham re- 
ceived it from Melchesidec, who was the king of Salem, 
the prince of: peace: and any man. who pretends to the 
right of laying on of hands, without being admitted into 
this priesthood, is an imposter, and the truth is not in him. 
Christ. himself was a priest after the order of Melchesidic. _ 
The religion of the Bible is a science; it is.mo mockery, 
and whosoever would understand, must study and search - 
it out. | | 
~ Thus, you see briefly, the power and-authority that 
Jacob had in imparting blessings. Read;— 9 =~ — 
**15, And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before who 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk; the Ged which fed me ell my life 
Jeng unto this day.’’ | 
*©16. The Angel, which redeemed me frem all evils bless the lads ; 
and let my name be named upen them, and the same of my fathers 
Abraham and Isase, and let them grow into a muktitede in the midet of 


he earth,” | 
Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upoa the 
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head of Ephraim and it displeased him, and he held up 
the hand, saying, ‘‘ Not so, my father, for this is the first 
born ; put thy right hand upon his head. His father re- 
fused, and said | know it, my son I know it ; he also shall 
- become a people, and he also shall be great ; but truly 
his younger brother shall become a people, and he also 
shall be great ; but tiuly his younger brother shall be 
greater than he; and he shall beeome a multitude of 

I want to impress a fact upon your minds. The priests 
of this and preceeding generations have looked in vain for 
the seed of Joseph, the house of Ephraim. This proph- 
ecy, as contained inthe 19th verse, ofthe chap., from 
which we havo been quoting, says, “‘ He sHaLL BECOME A 
MULTITUDE oF NATIONS.” Why have they not noticed 
this?) In the 49th: Chap of Genesis in close connexion 
with the immediate-subject before us, we are told in the 
ist verse 


<1, And Jacob called: unto his sons, and said, Gather yuurselves to- 
gether, that | may tell you-that which shall befall you in the last days,”’ 


- You will here notice a difference of expression which . 
is well worth looking at, for it at once unfolds an idea that 
will lead to a better understanding of prophetic writings, — 
and of some expressions in the New Testament books. 
Whenever the prophets were called’ upon to pronounce 
the judgments or blessings of God that were to be fulfilled — 
at some time future, but not at a late age they would say 
“these last'days,’’ meaning the last days of that generation, 
or that nation to whom .the prophecy was given. But 
-when Tue last. days are spoken of, the term, undoubtedly, 
ia meant to apply to the lust days of the generation of man, 
immediately preceding the Second Advent of our Savior. 

I introduced the first verse of this chapter merely to set 
this idea clear before your minds, But our inquiry is to 
look for the seed of Joseph, and therefore it becomes ug to 
see what the blessing of Joseph was. This you will find 
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in the 22d, 23d, 24th, 26th, and. 26th, verses of the49th 
chapter. You will pereeive that in the 22d. verse; 
seph is described as “‘a fruitful bough, eyen a fruitful | 
bough by a well ; whose branches, run over the wall.” 
‘Here is a beautiful fares “iplented by a well,’’ run over 
the wall, shall become a multitude/of nations, and Isaiah 
speaking of the House of Joseph, says, ‘‘ some of the 
beautiful branches are to be broken.off ; they have wan- 
dered into the wilderness and have crossed the sca. . Here 
is a prophecy carrying out what:Jacob had told should 
come to pass. It may be asked why I take so. much 
trouble with regard to this part of the subject ? It is be- 
cause I want to find out, if possible, by the light of scrip- 
ture, where the ancient inhabitants of this country, andJ 
_ expect to prove to you by them that the. descendants, of 
Joseph were the original settlers of this continent, and: J 
think I can throw a blaze of light upon this position which 
‘it will be impossible to resist. tal 
_ In this blessing of Jacob, Joseph-was told that the bles- 
sings of his father have prevailed to the utmost bounds of 
the everlasting: hills, they. shall be on thy head.” The 
sons of Joseph were invested with the Melchesidic priest- 
hood, and Moses was the last man of whom we have uny 
account in the scriptures until the time of Christ.— 
Ephraim and Manasseh were priests after this order, be- 
cause Israel laid hands upon them and blessed them ac- 
cording to the blessing which was given to his fathers Abra- 
ham and Isaac. Hence Moses, in the 33d chapter of 
Deuteronomy, from the 13th to the 17th verses, speaks in 
a particular manner, of.the blessings pronounced upon 
Joseph and his generations, and in the 17th verse, says : 
17—~«** His glory is like the firstling of this bullock, and his horns are 
like horns of two unicorns with them he shall push the people together 
“to the ends of the earth ;-and they are the thousands of Manrasseb, . 


The whole tenor of the scripture on the subject of this 
blessing, is full, showing that the everlasting hills, and 
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even the ends of the earth were to befor the inheritance 
of the seed of Joseph. | ware | 

We come now to inquire where has the seed of Joseph 
gone to? If they ha taken up their residence in any 
part of what is technically called the old world would not. 

ell have informed us of the fact ? There is no place 
except North and South America to which they could have 
- gone, if the old world furnishes no'trace.of them. The 
Continent of America is the only place where the prophe- 
_ cies concerning Joseph.and his seed could be fulfilled. 
All believe that this country was settled by nations that 
existed and have passed away in the womb of tne 
past Em) ires, and kingdoms,and communities have existed 
in ages long gone by. Arts -and.sciences, learning and 
refinement have found a congenial home on these western 
- ghores, and the testimony-:of their existence is left behind 
in magpgificent ruins, noble even in their decay. The lapse 
of time has not been-powertul enough to eradicate from 
. the surface of the earth, the signs of a people once inhab- 
iting this. land clothed with intellectual and seientific 
power, tar transcending, perhaps, any, even the highest 
effort, of this our boasted 19th century. 

We turu our attention to the history of the new world, 
about the time when Columbus first promulgated to the 
old world his noble and sublime idea, of the existence ot 
a continent in the West,.and when, after innumerable dif- 
ficulties he proved the truth of-his theory, the spirit of 
discovery was aroused; and: numerous expeditions were 
fitted out. | | 

Here was found the remnant-of a people that ev;dently 
had been ‘‘a multitude of nations, ’’ ,and all spr ingirg 
from tig sime stock. he history of this people 1s littic 
known ;—they. were a noble people ; an intellectual 
people; they were found a fallen people ; fallen from glory 
and grandeur, and their records shrouded in darkness.— 
The Gentiles then began to; athe, in, and in a iew cen- 
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18 
turies spread themselves and overcome the remnants of 
this multitude, until they are now scattered and spread 
over the vast extent of this continent. , 

The learned world has been in darkness on the subject. 
of the history of these ancient‘people. Numerous learned 
and unlearned theories have been started but all have 
ended in the same thing. No light has been shed upon it, 
‘no new facts of importance have been developed, until all 
‘at once, God the Father, sent his angel upon the earth and 
~revealed the faet that a record of the people who in ages 
past inhabited this continent, had been preserved. This 
record was produced, and a transcript of it was taken to a 
‘learned man, as the scripture had pointed out and he could 
‘not translate it, though ‘‘he was learned.”’ He, this 
‘Jearaed men,—at first said the copy which was presented 
‘to bim was a mixture of Hebrew and ancient Egyptian, 
‘but after inquiring where the record was obtained, and 
*mg informed ‘that it came by direct revelation from God, 
he pronou ced it alla jargon, and destroyed the manu- 
~seript. The individual who carried this document was 
‘Martin Harris * The learned man he carried it to was 
Prof. Charles Anthon, of New York. This statement 
. has before been published both from the pulpit and the 
press, and the professor has never yet dared to deny the — 
_ After this record had been refused by the wise man, it 
~was del vered to Joseph Smith, and with it the Urim and 
‘Taummum, a key tor interpretation which God has given 
to the tlouse of Israel, but which had beén lost by them 
when they wandered from the fold of God. This key 
of interpretation was deposited with the plates containing 
_ §the record, ‘hese plates were deposited in a box, in the 
-earth how or where we don’t know, but they were most 
likele --aced there by the writer of them, in obediance to 
_a@ command ot God, that the prophecies might be fulfilled 
aod thatthe generations of the last days might be made 
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tow 


acquainted with this most important branch of the history 


of the Jewish tribes, and of the new world joined together 
— The Bible,-and the Book, (the Book of Mormon,) unite 
in most perfect and admirable gp mwa showing a fulfil- 
ment of ancient prophecy, and, also showing that God, | is 
a God of truth, and that all the words spoken by him 
through the mouths of his prophets must come to pass, | 
An interpretation of this record was soon given to the 
world by an unlearned man, and the ‘‘ dogs of war were 
let loose.”’ The uneasy spirit of sectarianism belehed 


forth its fi'th; and priests and religious papers covered - 


the land with slander, vituperation, affidavits, and most 


atrocious lies against the interpteter and his adherents. 


And it was verily thought ‘ ‘That those»who turn the 
world upside down, had come hither also.” 


After the Book had bern published a few years, what. 


then took place? Why learned men go forth on voyages 
of discovery, and what do they discover in Central Ame- 


tica? Moagnificeht ruins of cities bearing all the evidences . 


of a hizh state of refinement. Cities nearly 60 miles. in 
circumference, idols, antiquities, &c., such as are de- 
scribed in this Book of Mormon, I refer here to the;dis- 
coveries of Catherwood & Stevens in Central America, 
made nearly ten years after the publication of the book. 

' A great and standing argument against Joseph Smith 
is, that he is anignorant man. Allowing this to be true, 


the argument of his opposers proves too much. How - 
could an ignorant man unless inspired with the ot of 


Alm ghty God produce a work like the Book Mor- 
mon accurately locating cities, &c., &c. which has after- 
wars been proven true by the careful researches of 
learned antiquaries ? Here is a question which learned 
theologians, and experienced sophists may attempt to 
solve, but the common and religious sense of the com-, 
_nunity will say that it is indeed ‘‘ a wonder and a strange 
aci.”’ 
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the City where David dw. It. . 
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The mighty empires that have lived on this continent 


have dwindled away ; they have been eaten. up, by the 
‘lapse of time, and the living active spirits who were in 


being, acting out th ir part. in the world, are nowsle ping 
in the dust. Shall we be ‘accused of any thing wicked in 
making inquiries for their history ? and in trying to preve 
from God’s word that though the history. of men hs lost 
sight of them, the eye of Hii who never sleeps has not 


forgotten or forsaken them, but has | fi his testimo 


which shall be brough: forth in the last days,—That all 
fle-h should see and wonder at the glory of His power 


and the wisdom of Flis ways. 


The Book of Mormon was produced in the exact. time 
which the prophet mention.d) The two sticks are 
prv.duced, which Ezexiel was commanded to prophecy of 
to this generation ‘They will be joined togethe:. The 


reeord of the’ Huuse of ‘ph: aim, which is the Book, of 


Mormon was to precied the gathering of the Jews to 
he book was published in 
183. The Jews as all the werld knows began to gather 
themselves ii 1849—-1° 

I have heard an «bjection urged by a sectarian priest 


- on this wise. This record, which you speak su much of 


is from the ground, and the Kible tells us that whatever — 


springs fromthe earth is earthy. This is admirable logic 
aod a fair specimen of that used-by divines of the 


present day. [replied that his argument was false in 
principle because the bodies of the saints were to rise 


- from the ‘earth and surely they are not to be considered 


as earthy and corrupted. ‘‘ Oh, no /”’ said he, but 
you pretend that the word of God was taken from the 
earth. Yes! rtwnedI ! what then? It is abomina- 


ble, that you should say sv, retu:ned he. ‘Well,’ said 


I, if 1 can prove from the Holy Bible that truth is to 
spring from the ground will you believe it?” ‘“Yes !’— 
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Then, I continued, ‘‘open your bible to the 85th Psalm 
and the 11th vefse,° 

“11. Truth shall spring out of thé earth, and righteousness shall 

I pointed this,passage to,him he uttered a holy 
groan ; he looked to me like the man without. the weddi 

arment. He was caught,in a trap in which he expecte 
I would be caught and had said he would believe if I could 
give him scripture for my doctrine... Whemthe proof came 
upon him it was like a thunder clap, The, man lied, and 
to this day he is a most bitter persecutor ofthe “faith once — 
delivered to the saints.” He, with others, could find no | 
objection to the doctrines which we preach, They were, 
he admitted, God-like, plain, simple, truthful, and glorious. 
When the proof from the Old ‘Testament scripture was given 
to the point, he thought I could not corroborate, the book 
from,the New Testament. I immediately referred him, to 
. that declaration of our, Saviour,when he, declared am 
“sent but to the lost sheep of the house.of Israel,” Who are 
the lost. sheep! those who were in Jerusalem? No! all 
the tribes of Jacob were not there. . Where then were 
they? | Ezra says, speaking, of the ten tribes, “they. went 
a year and a hali’s journey to the north country.” Are they. 
not then lost sheep? . Wearetold. in propbecy.that the - 
branches of Joseph are to be broken, and again “that they 
shall tremble from the west.” ‘They could’nt tremble in 
the west neither could the ten tribes come from the north 
country if they were not there, 


Again our saviour says; “I have other sheep that are.not 
of this fold.” No one will dare say that the Gentiles are, here 
‘meant, for Christ was not sent to the Gentiles. - .Undoubt- 
edly the tribes that were in the north country, and the tribe 
--of Joseph that was in the west, are referred to by this - lan- 
guage of Christ. is eg? 
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The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in-perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
ness on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the 

‘most they can ‘from this statement. 

But | will leave the scriptural part’of the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Why, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this“ book that you have ofthe 
_ Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
_ witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- , 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it:is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life ratherthan forswear 
a doctrine, a belief’ a people that is ‘every: where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. __ 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
iz are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. were interested witnesses. 

. _ ,God never had a disinterested witness. The yreatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 

becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘This ari- 

; ses from the very nature ef the case. It. must be so. 

f And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an ana or reielation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 


are bound to believe them, ifthey are honest men. Yoo — 


_ could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we rave 
geen and heard the things of which we testify, but we are 
Tow can there be a disinterested 
The Jewish Rabbi's, who sat in’ high 
places had the sameright to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were: put imto 
one then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
d the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioii of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples came and stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept: What wonder, then; ‘that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?7— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has denied revelation. But in 
itt the Charch. The word of God’ must 
of all the nations ‘of the must fall to the ground. 
ig work; his str work to pass eet, 
strange act.”” We lave sins by is work 
and strangeact, Gat which should be. tate that should 
sealed the t which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unléarhed.’ 
which Israel 
have shown 
carried out. and 
We have proved that the Hanes’ of Ephraim 
have wandered, and have taken pire and Bon in far 
‘eountries, The Bible has declared ‘to us in Ezekiel’s 
the record of this thie mul- 
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ses who are rea 
tamony, jan ow ernito dete ol od 
We are, my, of.a, mighty revolution. 
Light, is; poured, upon, {the a stream 


of sffulgent, ihe on whe er, 
arm wll Showa re who-wil 
execute justice, An pause, hat 
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The Book of Mormon informs.us that Christ visited this _ 
.  @entinent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 

isin-perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let . 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the 
most they can from this statement. 

But I will leave the scriptural part‘of the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this‘book that you have of ‘the 
Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief a people that is ‘every: where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a rightedus man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
_ kind that God had. Bhey were interested witnesses. 
_ God never had a disinterested witness. The yreatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘I‘his ari- 
‘ses from the very nature ef the case. It must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints | 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, you 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. 


could not te | believe them, if they said to you, we rave 
seen and heard the things of which we testify, but we are 


not believers. . ‘flow can there be a disinterested witness | 


The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
ptaces had the same right to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 


deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were put into 


ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioii of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe and stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept: What wonder, then; that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has deniéd revelation. But in 
last days truth has asserted its supremacy. ‘ God 
promised revelation; and ‘ les; seers; &e., 
ithe Charch. The word of God stand, or the 
sa = of all the nations of the ea:th must fall to the ground. 
é are told in our text that “God will arise and ‘de 
his work; his strange ‘work, and bring to pass his’ set,’ his 
strange act.”” We have seen by scripture that 


and strange-act, was the prepeaee of a book that 

be sealed to'the fearned, but which should-be inte 
by the unléarhed. “We have pointed you to the b 
which Israel unced. upon Joseph and his seed. 
have shown fom t the scriptures that this ing 

carried out. and recognized by a succession of proph 
We have proved that the House of Ephraimand Ma 
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have wandered, and. have taken up their ebode in far 3 
countries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-récord of this wandering seed, thie mul- 
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The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in- perfect accordance with the gloridus attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
_ orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the . 
most they can from this statement. | 
, But I will Jeave the scriptural part‘of the argument, and _— 

- come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon.* People say, oh, if we 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this*book that you have of “the 
_ Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief a people that is every where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. © 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. ‘hey were interested witnesses. 
God never had a disinterested witness. The greatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes converted, is an interested. witness. ‘l'his ari- 
_ ges from the very nature ef the. case. It must be so. 

And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 3 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. Yoo 
could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we lave 
seen and heard the things of which we testify, but we are 
| ret te: - How can there be a disinterested witness 
The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
had the samerright to deny the mission of Christ, 

as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were: put into 
cme then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioit of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe and stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept: What wonder, then; that their 
imitators and successors should take the same eourse 7— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 


1800 years the world has denied revelation. But in ite | 


last days truth has asserted its’ 
promised revelation; and prophets, apostles, seers, a&c., 
ithe Charch. The word of , or the 
vay of all the nations of the cath must fall to the ground. 
work; his strange to pass his act, 
strange act.”” We seen by this’ work 
and strange-act, was the production of a book that 
be sealed to‘the feared, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unléarhed.” “We have pointed you to the blessing 
which Israel promnqaee® upon Joseph and his seed. We” 
have shown the scriptures that this blessing was 
carried out. and recognized by a succession of prophets. 
We have proved that the House ef Ephraim and Manasseh 
have wandered, and have taken up their ebode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 


prophecy that the récord of this wandering seed, this mul- 
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The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in.perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the 
most they can from this statement. 

But I will leave the scriptural partof the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this“ book that you have ofthe 
Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 


seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 


a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief’.2 ‘people that is every where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 


kind that God had. Bhey were interested witnesses. 


God never had a disinterested witness. The greatest. 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘I'his ari- 
ses from the very nature ef the. case. It must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify. to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. oa 
could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we rave 
seen and Steril the things of which we testify, but we are 
- How can there be a disinterested witness 
_ The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in bigh 
places had the same right to deny the mission of Christ, — 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were: put into 
ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. “The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioi of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe and stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept. What wonder, then; that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
_ 1800 years.the world ‘has denied revelation. But in 
last days truth has its 
omised revelation; prophets, stiles; seers, 
tithe Charch. The word of Godt must stand, 
of all the nations'of the must fall to the 
is work; his strange ‘work, ing to pass his act, 
strange act.” We have seen by scripture‘that this work 
and strange-act, was the production of a book that should 
be sealed to‘the learned, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unléarhed. “We have pointed you to the blessing 
which Israel pronounced.upon Joseph and his seed. We 
have shown Taam the scriptures that this blessing was 
carried out. and recognized by a succession of prophets. 
We have proved that the House ef Ephraim and Manasseh 
have wandered, and have taken up their ebode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-record of this wandering seed, this mul- 
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The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in. perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho-— 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the — 
most they can from this statement. | 

But I will leave the scriptural partof the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we © 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we © 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this“book that you have of ‘the 
Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
_ seal to thistestimony. Think you that it is reasonable for 

a man to be willing to lay down his-life ratherthan forswear 
a doctrine, a belief” a people that is every where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
- followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 

sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. _ 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses” 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. Bhey were interested witnesses. 
God never had a disinterested witness. The greatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he | 
becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘I'his ari- — 
ses from the very nature ef the case. _It. must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. Yoo 
could not - believe them, if they said to you, we lave 


seen and heard the things ef which we testify, but we are 
can there be a disinterested witness 
The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
_ places had the samerrighit to deny the mission of Christ, 
- as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were’ put into 
ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the resurrection of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe and stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept. What wonder, then; that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?7— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has deniéd revelation. But in 
last days ‘truth has its 
_ promised revelation; prophets, apostles; seers, &c., 
Charch. The word of gener stand, or- the 
er of all the nations of the cath must fall to the ground. 
lig work, his strange ‘work, : to pass his act, 
strange act.” We seen by | that this work 
and strange-act, was the production of a book that 
sealed to‘the fearned, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
_ by the unléarned.’ “We have poitited you'to the blessing 
which Israel pronounced-upon Joseph and his 
have shown sh the scriptures that this biessi 
carried out. and recognized by a succession ef pro 
We have proved that the House of Ephraim and M 
have wandered, and have taken up their 
eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-record of this wandering seed, this mul- 
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The Book ‘of Mormon informs us that Christ, visited this 


continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in-perfect accordance with the. glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
ness on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the 
most they can from this statement. | 
But I will leave the scriptural partof the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 
_ could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 


testimony of the truth of this“book that you have of‘the — 


Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 


witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- _ 


selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 


the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 


seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief” 

- agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 


followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the © 


sake of the truth as it has been revealed unto them. 


a people that is every where spoken — 


We are met by the objection that all our witnesses © 


are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. ‘hey were interested witnesses. 
God never had a disinterested witness. The greatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the tnoment he 
becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘his ari- 
ses from the very nature ef the case. It must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 

means, has brought these things plain to their minds, FP ll 

are bound to ane them, if they are honest men. Yoo 

could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we rave 

geen and bhatt the things of which we testify, but we are 

Tow can there be a disinterested withees 
? 

The Jewish Rabbi’s, paiestnon others who sat im high. 
places had the samerright to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were’ put into 
| ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 

blind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
_ Pharisees denied the résurrectioi of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cate atid stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept. What wonder, then, ‘that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?— 

In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has denied ‘But in Ged had 
last truth has its su 
revelation; and prophets, apvst 
ti the Chorch, The word of God’ must’ stand, or the 
er of all the nations of the ea:th must fall to the ‘ground. 

ig work, his str work, to pass act, 
strange act.” We have seen by pir, Bod hat this work 
and strange-act, was the production of a te that should _ 
be sealed tothe ‘feared, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unléarhed.’ ‘We Wave pointed you to 
Israel 


pon out. and 
We have proved that the House of Ephrai 

have wandered, and have taken up their sbode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-récord of this this mul- 
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‘The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in-perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
ness on the subject of revelation, and then punish his creat~- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the 
most they can from this statement. 

But | will Jeave the scriptural partof the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- © 
 thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 

could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 

would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this“book that you have ofthe — 
_ Bible in which you believe so implicitly. You have living 
| witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
az selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
F the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief, a people that is every: where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was — 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed,unto them. 

‘We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same — 
kind that God had. ‘Bhey were interested witnesses. 
God never had a disinterested witness. The greatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes converted, is an interested witness. ‘This ari- 

‘ges from the very nature ef the case. It must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an 1, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, Png 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. Yoo 
could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we rave 
seen and heard the things ef which we testify, but we are 
) aur - How can there be a disinterested witness 
. The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
places had the same right to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were put into 
ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioi of our “Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe afd stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept: What wonder, then, that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course 7— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has denied revelation. But in 
‘promi s, apostles; seers, &c., 
inthe Charch. The word of Godt must stand, or the 
of all the nations of the ea:th must fall to the ground. 


unced. upon Joseph and his seed. 
have shown the scriptures that this blessing was 
Carried out. and | 
We have proved that the House ef Ephraim and Ms 

have wandered, and have taken up their ebode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-rétord of this wandering seed, thiemul- 


his work; his strange ‘work, and bring to pass his ‘act, his - | 
strange act.” We have seen by this work 
and strange-act, was ofa book that should 
be sealed tothe fearned, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unlearned. ‘We have pointed you to the blessin; 
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“The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ visited this 
_ Continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 
is in-perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the subject. of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make the — 
most they can from this statement. pias He 

But I will leave the scriptural part‘of the argument, and 
come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. — say, oh, if we 
could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this‘'book that you have of the 
Bible in which you believe go implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief’ a people that is every where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 
involved in that belief. Scarcely for a righteous man, or a 
friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed_unto them. — 

We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
- are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. ‘hey were interested witnesses. 
God never had a disinterested witness. The yreatest 
and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes converted, is an interested. witness. This ari- 
ses from the very nature ef the case. It. must be so. 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
_ means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 


are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. Yoo 


could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we lave 
seen and heard the things of which we testify, but we are 
| ae - How can there be a disinterested witness 
The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
places had the same right to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were’ put into 
ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 

_ blind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioii of our “Lord, and started 


_ the story that his disciples came and stole him away, — 


while the soldiers slept. What wonder, then, ‘that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course ?— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has denied revelation. But in 
ao the nations of the cath must fall tot | 
We are tod in ou ent tat Go will and 
is work; his stri ork, to pass his’ act, 
strange act. We have seen by thet is 
and strange-act, was the production of a book that sho 
be sealed to‘the learned, but which ‘shouldbe 
by the unléarhed.’ “We have pointed you to the blessing 
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which Israel pronounced-upon Joseph and his seed. We 
have shown the scriptures that this blessing was 
carried out. and recognized by a succession ef prophets. 
We have proved that the House ef Ephraim and Manasseh 
have wandered, and have taken up their ebode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 


prophecy that the-réecord of this wandering seed, thie mul- 
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~The Book of Mormon informs us that Christ silead this 


continent after the resurrection, and we believe it, because it 


is in-perfect accordance with the glorious attributes of Jeho- 
vah. He would never leave one half of the world in dark- 
néss on the. subject of revelation, and then punish his creat- 
ures eternally for not believing what they never heard. Let 
orthodox preachers and believers in that doctrine make 
most they can from this statement. OS 

But I will leave the scriptural partof the argument, and 


come now to talk about the testimony we have of the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon. People say, oh, if we 


could only have testimony of the truth of these things, we | 
would believe. Whv, my hearers, you have ten times the 
testimony of the truth of this‘‘book that you have of “the 
Bible in which you believe go implicitly. You have living 
witnesses who declare to you that they have seen for them- 
selves and know that their testimony is true, and some of 
the best blood of the saints has been shed in Missouri as a 
seal to thistestimony. ‘Think you that it is reasonable for 
a man to be willing to lay down his-life rather than forswear 
a doctrine, a belief, a people that is ‘every where spoken 
agaiust unless he believed and knew that God’s truth was 


involved in that belief. ‘Scarcely for a righteous man, ora - 


friend will one die, but Christ died for all, and Chris’ts - 
followers are willing to walk in the paths he trod for the 
sake of the truth as it has been revealed_unto them. = 


We are met by the objection that all our witnesses 
are interested ones. We have witnesses of the same 
kind that God had. Phey were interested witnesses. 


_ . God never had a disinterested witness. The yreatest 


and the vilest sinner on the footstool, the moment he 
becomes conyerted, is an interested witness. ‘T'his ari- 

ses from the very nature ef the case. It must be so. | 
And if members of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
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testify to you that an angel, or revelation by some other 
means, has brought these things plain to their minds, 
are bound to believe them, if they are honest men. Yoo 
could not surely believe them, if they said to you, we have 
seen and heard the things of which we testify, but we are 
How can there be a disinterested witness 
*The Jewish Rabbi’s, priests and others who sat in high 
places had the same right to deny the mission of Christ, 
as their pharasaical imitators at the present day have to 
deny new revelation; andthe same means ‘were’ put into 
ration then, that we now see used, to stifle truth and 
ind the eyes of the people. The ancient Scribes and 
Pharisees denied the résurrectioii of our ‘Lord, and started 
the story that his disciples cathe até stole him away, 
while the soldiers slept. What wonder, then; that their 
imitators and successors should take the same course 7— 
In summing up the whole matter, I remark,—that for 
1800 years the world has denied revelation. But in 
promised revelation; prophets, apustles, seers, &c., 
in the Church. The word of God must stand, or the 
a of all the nations of the ea:th must fall to the ground. 
work; his strange work, | to ect, 
strange act.” We seen by this work 
and strange-act, was the Pahari of a book that should 
Be sealed tothe fearried, but which ‘shouldbe interpreted 
by the unleathed.’ ‘We have poirited you to the blessing 
which Israel unced-upon Joseph and his seed. We~ 
have shown rom the scriptures that this blessing was 
carried cut. and recognized by a succession ef prophets. 
We have proved that the House of Ephraim and Manasseh 
have wandered, and have taken up their ebode in far 
-eountries, The Bible has declared to us in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the-record of this wandering seed, 
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